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Homework Policy
Why give homework?

e To re-enforce what the child learns during the day

e To provide a link between teacher and parent and involve the parent in the child’s experiences of school
e To develop a child’s concentration skills, organisational skills and work ethic

e To provide opportunities to demonstrate ability and creativity.

How often is homework given?

e Homework is given on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays but not on Fridays.

e Some project work may need to be completed over weekends, particularly in senior classes(3™-6%")

e Sometimes at the discretion of the class teacher or the principal, children are given “Homework off” as a
treat or as acknowledgment of some special occasion

What is the content of homework?

e |deally homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks but
varies according to ability and class level.

e Homework will regularly contain reading, spellings, tables/maths, written work, pieces to be “learned by
heart”, drawing/colouring, collecting information/items, finishing work started in class and working on
projects.

Guideline maximum time for homework:

Junior and Senior Infants Up to 20 minutes
Rang 1 and Rang2 Up to 30 minutes
Rang 3 toRang6 Up to 45 minutes

Remember: If homework is a stressful experience between parent and child, something is wrong! This leads to
poor learning and can negate the benefits of homework. Should this happen on a regular basis, please contact the
class teacher.

What is the parent’s role for homework?

o Providing their child with a suitable place and time to complete homework
o Listen to any reading prescribed
o Check all homework is completed and sign the journal

When should parents communicate with the teachers about homework?

e  When your child cannot do homework due to family circumstances

e When your child cannot do homework because they cannot understand some aspect

e If the time being spent at homework is often longer than the recommended amount of time.
How often do teachers monitor homework?

o |deally teachers like to check homework on a daily basis.
e As children get older and learn to work independently, some items of homework are checked less often
e.g. every second day or once per week
e Some items of homework may be checked by children themselves under the direction of the teacher.
This can be a useful part of the learning process for children.
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