Y
SD
W
MAE
WEEDLNCEO
About the School
St Lachteens National School is a co-educational mainstream
primary school in the parish of Donoughmore. The school
caters for pupils from junior infants to sixth class. It is a
Catholic primary school under the patronage of the Diocese of
Cloyne. Pupils of other faiths are also welcome. The school has
a close, welcoming atmosphere in which staﬀ care for the wellbeing and development of each individual pupil. The school
has 8 full time teachers and 2 Special Needs Assistants.

Ethos
The ethos of the school is a Catholic ethos that is
based on the centrality of the child in the education
process. Our school attempts to nurture responsible,
capable, caring individuals: who have a sense of God;
who respect diﬀerence; and whose school
experience will empower them to encounter life in
all its challenging diversity. We also complement and
supplement the intellectual, physical, emotional and
spiritual education provided within the home. This
is undertaken with a Christian, caring and
supportive atmosphere within the school.

ABOUT US
Facilities

Recent extension and development works now
see the school with beautifully designed
spacious classrooms all of which have state of
the art interactive whiteboards and computer
facilities. We also have an activity room, a
special education room, a large hall, a cookery
area, a sensory room, oﬃces and a staﬀ room.
The school is wheelchair accessible.
The school has a large safe outdoor play
area and we are lucky to also have a school
garden. We are fortunate in that we also have
use of the community Sports Complex,
playground, community astro area, community
pitch and amenity walk all of which are in close
proximity to the school.

Routines and General Information
School begins punctually at 9.20a.m. The school building is opened for pupils at
9.15am Roll is taken at 10.20am.
School Gates open at 9.05 however parents should note that pupils who are on school
grounds between 9.05 and 9.15 and after oﬃcial dismissal time are not the responsibility
of any member of staﬀ or the Board of Management and are not covered by insurance.
For pupils from ﬁrst to sixth class school dismissal time is 3.00 for pupils in junior and
senior infants school dismissal time is 2.00.
The daily breaks are from 11.00 to 11.10 and 1.00 to 1.30.

Absences
Since the inception of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 schools are obliged to report
on school attendance.
Schools are required to submit Student Absence Reports four times each year on those
students with serious attendance issues that have been identiﬁed during the current
academic year i.e. students falling within the following criteria:
m a student has been absent from school for a cumulative total of twenty days or more.
m a student's name is to be removed from the school register for any reason.
m a student has been suspended for a cumulative total of six or more days.
m the school has expelled a student.
m a principal is concerned about a student's attendance.
To this end the school requires that parents must state the reason for a child’s absence
from school in writing.
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Homework
Pupils from junior infants to sixth class get homework.
Generally all pupils will have homework Monday-Thursday.
Homework will be given at the weekends at the class
teachers discretion. Diﬀerent pupils will complete the same
homework in diﬀerent lengths of time. Time spent will vary
from day to day and also form the beginning to the end of
the year. Our homework policy can be viewed on the
school website www.lachteen.ie

Homework Club &
School Shop
In St Lachteens we have a homework club
in operation that is a great success. The
club is managed by teaching staﬀ in the
school. Typically Homework Club is for
pupils from second to sixth class, if places
remain they are then oﬀered to pupils in
ﬁrst class. The club runs at a minimal cost.
Homework Club runs from 3.00 – 3.55.
The School Shop opens on Thursdays after
lunch . Pupils run the shop.

CALENDAR
Our school
calendar is
available to
view on
www.lachteen.ie

Uniform
Uniform consists of: navy v-necked
jumper or cardigan. A light blue shirt.
Grey pants/pinafore/skirt. Navy/grey
socks. These can be purchased at any
uniform supplier. The school tie and
crest can be purchased directly from
the school. The school tracksuit and
school jacket (the jacket is not
compulsory) can be purchased
through Buckley’s of Shandon Street.
Buckley’s typically visit the school prior
to the summer holidays where parents
have an opportunity to purchase on the
day. The school tracksuit is only to be
worn on P.E. days and other days as
determined by the class teacher. The
only jewellery permitted is a set of
small stud earrings. Facial piercings to
be removed when attending school. A
note is required should the pupil not be
in uniform.

ABOUT US
Healthy Lunches
As part of the Social, Personal and Health Education (S.P.H.E.) Programme we
encourage the pupils to become more aware of the need for healthy food in their
lunch boxes.
We encourage that a nourishing lunch be given to each child every day. In St.
Lachteens we have a healthy eating policy where sweets, bars, crisps and fizzy drinks
are not allowed. As an exception pupils are allowed a small treat on a Friday should
their parents wish.
Chewing gum and Crisps are not
allowed under any circumstances.
NUTS/PRODUCTS CONTAINING NUTS ARE
NOT ALLOWED IN THE SCHOOL.
If pupils have any allergies it is important that the
school is informed in writing.
The school milk scheme operates in the school. It oﬀers parents a
cheap, nutritious and convenient option. This is usually available to
pupils from Second Class upwards.

Bus Transport
If your child/children avail of bus transport to and from school,
please note the following bus stops:
Bus 1
New Tipperary,
White Taylors x,
Gowlane x,
Meenachoney x,
Looneys Lane,
Meeanchoney bridge.

Bus 2
Tullig,
Crowleys,
Creans x,
Athabatten x,
Harolds x,
Baurachauring,
Twomeys ,
Kilmartin x,
Kilmartin upper

The scheme is operated by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. If your child is
enrolling in national school for the ﬁrst time, you can check eligibility and application
process on Bus Éireanns website.
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Book Rental and Book Lists
A book rental scheme is in operation in the school. Pupils at the senior cycle beneﬁt
from the scheme. It is hoped to be extended in due course. Book lists are on the school
website.

What will my Child Learn in Primary School?
The Primary School Curriculum outlines the contents of pupils’ learning —
the what and how of pupils’ learning—for pupils’ ﬁrst eight years in school,
from junior infants to sixth class. The curriculum aims to:
m develop each child’s potential to the full.
m encourage a love of learning.
m help pupils develop skills they will use all their lives.

What is the Curriculum at Primary Level?
The curriculum is presented in seven areas, some of which are further subdivided into
subjects. These are:
m Language: Gaeilge and English.
m Mathematics.
m Social, Environmental and Scientiﬁc Education (SESE): History,
Geography and Science.
m Arts Education: Visual Arts, Music and Drama.
m Physical Education.
m Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE).
m Religious or Ethical Education (This is the responsibility of the diﬀerent school
patron bodies).
The National Council for Curriculam and Assessment provides
more information on the subject areas (www.ncca.ie)

CURRICULUM

English

Mathematics

The English curriculum is structured to oﬀer
pupils a total language experience in which
Oral Language, Reading and Writing can be
fully integrated. Lessons are designed with
progression throughout the school in mind.
For example oral language strategies at the
junior end of the school may be through
involvement in ‘Our News’ or ‘Conversation
Station’, whilst older pupils may be involved in
Public Speaking and Debating.
Our most recent evaluation by the
Inspectorate noted our high standards in
literacy which would incorporate reading,
writing and oral language.
Each classroom also has a well-stocked
library with high-quality books from which
pupils are encouraged to read. Recent studies
on literacy conﬁrm that the more contact
pupils have with books, the better readers
they become. Many teachers employ D.E.A.R.
time (Drop everything and Read) and pupils
also have the opportunity to take books home
from which to read either independently or
with their parents. Pupils have also written
their own books and it is great to see these in
the school.
Teachers
also
utilise
speciﬁc
supplementary reading resources (in tandem
with the class core textbooks) in delivering
the language curriculum, this is to facilitate
diﬀerentiated reading within the class.
Tips for Parents can be accessed on the
Parents page of the school website
www.lachteen.ie

The ﬁve strands in the mathematics
curriculum are Number, Algebra, Shape and
Space, Measures and Data. We have a
comprehensive selection of concrete
materials that we utilise in the school to teach
the elements of the maths curriculum. ‘Hands
on learning’ is an essential element of this
subject area.
We have a school shop managed and run
by the pupils where we aim to give real life
emphasis to number. We also celebrate
Maths Week every year. Recent inspections
have noted that ‘pupils demonstrate high
levels of understanding of key concepts and
adopt a conﬁdent and structured approach to
problem solving’. We are a Discover Primary
Science and Maths School.
To facilitate parents we have created a
Mathematical booklet which outlines the core
mathematical content for each class level.
This can be downloaded from the parents
section of the school website.

An Ghaeilge
Cumarsáid agus Úsáid na teanga mar
theanga bheo an dá ghné is suntasaí den
churaclam Gaeilge. We place a special
emphasis on Irish within the school. Each
week all pupils are encouraged to use ‘Frasaí
na Seachtaine’. Seachtain Na Gaeilge gives
the pupils a chance to experience Irish as a
living language in their school environment,
an opportunity which all pupils appreciate.
The rich vocabulary of the pupils has been
noted in our recent Whole School Evaluation
Report.
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History

Science

In addition to standard curricular content, in
St Lachteens we also place a particular
emphasis on local history and the skills of the
historian.
We invite local historians in to speak to the
pupils on the history and archaeology of the
parish; this is always a great success.

The four strands of the curriculum are Living
Things, Energy and Forces, Materials and
Environmental Awareness. We are fortunate
to be one of the schools that are part of the
Discover Science and Maths programme. We
also avail of activities in the Lifetime Lab in
Cork City.

Geography

Music

The three strands are Human Environments,
Natural Environments and Environmental
Awareness and Care. Pupils are encouraged to
relate this to their own experiences and nature
walks are utilised frequently by the teachers.
Our School Garden is also a great interest
point for the pupils. They typically set
potatoes, onions, leeks, parsnips, carrots and
lettuce. It is great to see ‘green ﬁngers’ at work
at such a young age!
The school has a participated in the Muintir
na Tire School Garden projects and the SOW
& GROW initiative.

The three strands are Listening/Responding,
Performing and Composing. Pupils in St
Lachteens all learn to play the tin-whistle and
read music while in the school. Our Christmas
concert gives pupils the chance to participate
in group performances in singing as well as
drama - the pupils always love this
opportunity to be on stage and perform. We
have participated in the Cork Peace Proms in
the past.

Visual Arts
The six strands are Drawing, Paint, Print, Clay,
Construction, Fabric and Fibre. We are very
lucky to have an array of materials from which
to do art activities.
Some pupils also learn to knit while they are
in the school, a skill which they love.

Some of our
artworks!
St. Lachteens National School
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Drama
Pupils love drama in St Lachteens. Their skills
are certainly seen in the school concerts and
Christmas Pageants. We have the expertise of
Martina Ring as experienced Drama teacher
in the school. All pupils participate in Drama
lessons with Ms Ring. Pupils from second to
sixth class also participate in group
examinations from the Victoria College of
Music & Drama, London Ltd.
Should parents also wish for their child to
be prepared for individual examinations this
can also be accommodated. Pupils have had
great success in recitation and singing over
the last few years.

Social, Personal and Health
Education (S.P.H.E.)
Social, Personal and Health Education
supports the personal development, the
health and well-being of pupils and also helps
them create and maintain supportive
relationships. Speciﬁc programmes in the
school include Walk Tall, Stay Safe, Zippy
Friends and the Friends for Life programme.
Core Material lessons within the R.S.E.
(Relationships and Sexuality Education)
programme are also taught.
We are recognised by the H.S.E. as a
Health Promoting School in relation to work
that is being done in relation to Healthy
Eating, Physical Health and Mental Health.
There is also a pastoral element to S.P.H.E.
and the Holy Communion Classes and the
Conﬁrmation classes each year contribute to
the Bóthar project. Pupils in Second Class are
also involved in the Christmas Shoebox
Appeal for those in need.

Physical education
P.E. includes Aquatics, Athletics, Gymnastics,
Dance, Outdoor activities and Games. St
Lachteens has a great tradition of sporting
endeavors and achievements and pupils have
the opportunity to be involved in many
activities such as the FAI soccer blitz, Sciath
Na Scol hurling and football, basketball
tournaments and annual school blitz, and
athletics amongst others. We also work
closely with various sporting organizations
within the parish. Our hall is state of the art
and many other sporting activities are also
enjoyed we play indoor hurling etc. Pupils in
the school from rang III upwards go to
swimming lessons as part of the P.E.
Curriculum. P.E. is about ﬁtness, fun and skill
development something which we incoporate
in our ACTIVE SCHOOLS status.
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Religious Education
Pupils in school follow the Grow in Love
Programme.Teachers also assist parents and
the clergy in preparing pupils for the
sacraments
of
Reconciliation,
Holy
Communion and Conﬁrmation. Religion is an
important part of our day-to-day activities in
St Lachteens such as classroom prayers and
speciﬁc religious instruction.
The school respects families of other faiths
and no faith, the school however cannot
undertake to educate pupils of other faiths in
their own faith, nor can it provide supervision
during religion education apart from the class.
Typically during religion lessons pupils remain in
the classroom but complete alternative activities.

www.lachteen.ie
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Infant Education

Special Education

Early childhood is a time of great opportunity
for learning and development. In the early
years much learning is done through
discussion, exploration and play.
Aistear is the early childhood curriculum
framework for all pupils from birth to six years
in Ireland. We have incorporated this as part
of structured thematic play –based learning
in delivering the curriculum in the Junior
Classes of the school.

We have a highly skilled team in this area and
evaluation by the inspectorate noted ‘high
quality teaching is provided in caring and
empathetic settings for pupils’. Teaching may
be 1:1/small group/whole class. The school
has a large bank of specialist resources to
support diﬀerentiated learning. The school
also has specially designed sensory room
with speciﬁc equipment and activities.
On a whole class level from junior infants
upwards all teachers in the school diligently
assess pupils so that teaching is diﬀerentiated
for all abilities. Standardised testing is carried
out in literacy and numeracy from First class
onwards, more information on standardised
tests can be viewed from the parents section
of the school website.
We liaise closely with other professionals
such as Occupational Therapists, Speech and
Language Therapists and outside agencies
such
as
the
National
Educational
Psychological Service (NEPS) and the
National Council for Special Education (NCSE)
as necessary.

Some of the projects
!
we are involved with

Theres always something
going on at St. LAchteens!
St. Lachteens National School
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OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY

Parental Involvement
Parental involvement in St Lachteens is encouraged, welcomed and appreciated.
Responses to questionnaires administered as part of evaluation by the inspectorate
noted that ‘parents expressed very high levels of satisfaction with the school’. The report
also commended the parents association for their work.
There is an active Parents Council in the school. The AGM of the
Parents Coucil is held every September but general meetings are
held throughout the year and every parent is always welcome.
Sample activities organised by the Parents Council include the
annual Halloween Childrens Party, Fundraising events such as
Family BINGO and guest speakers.
The Parents Council also organise after school activities some
of which include Speech and Drama, Guitar, Modern Dance and Art.

Board of Management
The Board of Management is responsible for the day to day management of the school
and makes all the major decisions regarding the school. Departmental inspectors
observed that ‘it has a clear understanding of its role and responsibilities and works very
eﬀectively’. There is a section on the school website related to the Board of Management

EXTRA
INFORMATION
In St.Lachteens we are constantly developing in order to
maintain our high standards in meeting the individual needs and
strengths of each child. In its totality, we hope that in St. Lachteens
through the curriculum, various activities and ethos that we enable
pupils to meet, with self-conﬁdence and assurance, the demands of
life, both now and in the future. A taste of some of the additional
projects/pathways to learning are detailed as follows:
(to keep up-to-date with more of our endeavors visit the school website
www.lachteen.ie)

Transition (to include Junior Infant Induction Day)
St Lachteens oﬀers a comprehensive list of activities for pupils in Rang 6 as part preparation
for their move to post-primary. These activities are incorporated into other curricular areas.
Research notes that such programmes are very important for pupils as they make the move
to post-primary.
In addition to transition activities into the post-primary school we oﬀer transition activities
for pupils starting junior infants or for pupils of other classes who will be enrolling in the
school. Typically pupils are invited to the school in June. It is a great opportunity for the
pupils to see the school try out some activities and meet their new classmates. They will
meet their new teacher and you will also get the opportunity to ask any questions. The
Junior Infant teacher also has a speciﬁc session for parents once the school year starts to
answer any queries and to go through the routine.

Cookery
We are fortunate in St. Lachteens to have a fully equipped cookery
room. Pupils participate in cookery for one school year usually
towards the senior end of the school. We have used our local
cookbook ‘A Taste of Donoughmore’ for many delicious ideas. This
has since become a springboard for cross-curricular development
as the pupils write to the contributors of the recipes they make; the
response has been fantastic to date.

Quiz
The school has several quiz teams and we participate in many quiz activities.
The students work very diligently for these events and we have done very
well over the last few years, in particular in the Credit Union Quiz.

Special Guests
We like to oﬀer pupils the opportunity to meet people that can share ideas/information in
relation to learning and /or their achievements.
St. Lachteens National School
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ICT

a great eﬀort to be kind to their peers and
when an adult spots one of these acts of
Evolving Technology: In St Lachteens we have
kindness the pupils receive a "Kind Kid" card
invested in a variety of technologies that are
and are entered into a draw for the monthly
incorporated into curricular delivery to include
assembly. Pupils love this initiative.
desktop computers,
i-pads, Apple TV,
classroom visualisers etc. Interested students
enter the national annual Scratch
Each year in St. Lachteens we host
programming competition. Pupils at the senior
Grandparents Day in the school. This is
end of the school are introduced to SCRATCH
hugely successful both in terms of the
computer programming. We also engage
research and sharing of information
pupils in a variety of activites as part of Safer
between pupils and
Internet Day.
their grandparents
prior to the day itself
and of course we love
The
Be
Active
to have Grandparents
Programme aims to
back in school for a
improve the physical
cup of tea and a chat
patterns of pupils by
after Mass in the local
introducing them to
Church. This event is
wide variety of activities
becoming
more
in a fun supportive
popular each year
positive environment.In
and both the pupils
addition to classroom
and
grandparents
and whole school
thoroughly enjoy the
activities after-school
event.
sessions are usually
oﬀered to pupils in ﬁrst class.

Grandparents Day

BE ACTIVE

ACTIVE Flag

Proud of our Parish

As part of the An Taisce National Spring Clean
Campaign pupils help keep our school
St. Lachteens is very proud to receive our ﬁrst
grounds and area litter free.
Active Flag, which is a testimony to the hard
Our school worked with the parish as part
work put in the by our Active Flag Committee.
of the The Pride of Place Initiative. The focus
of this project is on people coming together
to shape, change and enjoy all that is good
about their local area. Donoughmore did
Each month during whole school assembly exceptionally well in this event.
‘Shining stars’ from each class receive awards
for excelling in a particular area over the
month.
“Kind Kids’’:- All pupils in St. Lachteens make

Kind Kids and
Shining Stars

St. Lachteens National School
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Other Useful Information
m Where it is necessary for a child to leave school early, their teacher must be informed in
writing. Parents are asked to call personally to the school and sign out the child at the
secretary’s oﬃce. Likewise if a child comes to school late, their parent/guardian will have
to sign them in. School is locked at 9.30 however there is a buzzer system in operation.

m Pupils should have their names on their coats, jumpers and other personal property such
as books, copies, pencils lunch-boxes etc.

m As the need arises parents/guardians will receive notices with regard to school
matters and events. Encourage your child to deliver notes immediately (Check their
schoolbag regularly).

m Parent/Teacher meetings are held in the ﬁrst school term, however if a parent wishes to
talk to a teacher about any issue appointments can be made through the school
secretary. Requests for meetings should be accompanied by the reason for the meeting.

m A monthly calendar of events is also issued which details activities that will be occurring
in the school. This calendar can also be viewed on our school website www.lachteen.ie.

m Textaparent operates in the school and it is important that the school is kept informed of
your mobile number. Pupils are NOT ALLOWED mobile phones.

m “Good behaviour is a necessary condition for eﬀective teaching to take place.”
The school accepts this principle and seeks to create an environment which encourages
and reinforces good behaviour. The school has a code of Behaviour and all parents must
sign the schools Code of Behaviour as part of the enrolment process. The Code can be
viewed in the Policies section of the school website www.lachteen.ie.

m Polices such as Anti-Bullying, Child Protection etc are available to view on the policy
section of our school website www.lachteen.ie. Our Designated Liaison for Child
Protection is Mrs O’Hanlon. The Safety Oﬃcer for the School is the Deputy Principal.

m Birthday Parties: Invitations are not allowed be distributed within the school as this can
cause upset for pupils.

m Allergies/Administration of Medication: Please inform the Board of Management in
writing, the school has an administration of Medication Policy.

m If your child develops any contagious illness please inform the school.
m Road Safety. Please park responsibly and with consideration of others. Please do not
park/drop-oﬀ in front of /in staﬀ parking areas or in the bus parking areas. This is for the
safety of all pupils.

m Home Issues: If there are issues at home such as separation/illness/death etc. that you
feel may have an aﬀect on your child please inform their class teacher.

m IF YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC QUERY PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL.
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